
Dear Ms. Landesberg-Lewis and family, 

I am writing on behalf of the members of the Royal City Gogos in New Westminster, B.C. We are a group 
of 76 women (and counting) who have been volunteering on behalf of the Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers campaign since 2008.  

All of us felt great sadness when we heard of Stephen’s death. He was the inspiration for our work. 
Many of us have heard him speak; his words touched us and inspired us to get involved in the very 
important movement he began. As grandmothers and grand-others ourselves, we could empathize with 
the sorrow of the African grandmothers as they buried their children. Stephen’s description of their 
determination to care for the youngsters left behind gave us hope for the futures of those children. We 
joined the Royal City Gogos to work towards creating a better future. In doing so, we have developed a 
solidarity with the African grandmothers and a true community among ourselves. Stephen’s legacy 
spreads and creates webs of kindness and compassion. 

Your grief at the loss of Stephen is very personal. No one else can feel the depth of sorrow you are 
feeling, but the women who have taken up his promise to the African grandmothers and his challenge to 
the Canadian grandmothers share your grief. “We will not rest until the African grandmothers can rest.” 

Stephen Lewis was a great man. May his memory be a blessing. 

Lorraine Meltzer 

Membership coordinator 

Royal City Gogos 

New Westminster, B.C. 


